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their appointed rounds’ and Marty is no excep-
tion.

Marty has delivered mail to my Boise office
for almost twenty years. In addition to pro-
viding trusted and timely delivery of the daily
mail, he is a welcome and celebrated visitor to
my Boise office. Members of my staff always
look forward to his friendly conversation and
entertaining stories. Marty’s contagious smile
and laugh and his outgoing disposition will
certainly be missed by the residents and busi-
ness people of downtown Boise.

It is an honor to congratulate Martin Epeldi
on his remarkable dedication and service to
the citizens of Boise. | wish him an enjoyment
retirement and much pleasure spending time
with family and friends.

HONORING STEVE SHARP
HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 30, 2018

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize a former member of my staff, Steve
Sharp, for his work in my office and his serv-
ice to our state.

Steve worked in my Muncie office for over
a year, serving in a variety of capacities and
focused primarily on our field operations.
Steve has an incredible work ethic and was a
tremendous asset to our organization. Since
leaving our office, Steve has worked as a fi-
nancial adviser for Foresters Financial Serv-
ices and WestPoint Financial Group.

| want to thank Steve for his friendship and
his hard work in our office. | wish him contin-
ued success in all that God has planned for
his family.

———

GOLD STAR MOTHERS OF
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 30, 2018

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and honor the Gold Star Mothers
of Northern California:

Carolyn Acosta, Mother of Spc. Rudy
Acosta; Loretta J. Bridges, Mother of Staff Sgt.
Steven Bridges; Betty Hall, Mother of Sgt. 1st
Class Bryan E. Hall; Satnam Kaur, Mother of
Cpl. Gurpreet Singh; Dianne Layfield, Mother
of LCpl. Travis Layfield; Suzy Maddox, Mother
of Sgt. Matthew Wiliam Maddox; Jan Mar-
tinez, Mother of Private 1st Class Jesse Jack
Martinez; Debbie Mason, Mother of Spc. Roy
Brooks Mason; Karen Meredith, Mother of 1st
Lt. Ken Ballard; Rinda Pope, Mother of Private
1st Class Alexander R. Varela; Patricia
Schumacher, Mother of LCpl. Victor Dew.

These are the Mothers of brave men and
women who made the ultimate sacrifice in the
name of their country. The Gold Star Mothers
of Northern California highlight perhaps the
most binding characteristic of these heroes:
they are family. They come from the towns oc-
cupying the vast valleys and foothills of North-
ern California. They come from high schools
and churches that produce some of America’s
greatest minds. But most importantly, they
come from the homes of loving families.
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When we as a nation lose a soldier and a
patriot, these Mothers lose a child. We must
remember that for the families of these fallen
heroes, as with countless other families in our
country, every day is Memorial Day. Time,
sadly, does not heal all wounds. The grief of
our Gold Star Mothers is just as great today
as the day the casualty officer came to their
door. Their loss is a heavy burden that they
carry with them every day. Nonetheless, they
persevere to keep alive the spirit of their brave
children.

| have heard many stories of the young men
from Northern California who have fallen in
combat—among them; Garret Pant, Jeremiah
McCleery, Joshua Hardt, Victor Dew, and Sky
Mote. By all accounts, these young men want-
ed to serve their country from the time they
were in grade school. They sacrificed their
lives and their promising futures to protect
their fellow countrymen, and for that, we owe
them a tremendous debt. Although we can
never repay that debt, we can always remind
these Mothers of our respect and appreciation
for the sacrifices their children made and the
work they are doing to carry on the legacy of
each and every fallen soldier. It is organiza-
tions like the Gold Star Mothers of Northern
California that keep their memories alive so
that we as a nation pay tribute to them every
day.

These Mothers carry out the promise to our
fallen heroes set forth by Reagan: “That just
as they did not forget their missing comrades,
neither, ever, will we.”

———
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POLICE DEPARTMENT OF
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Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Mac Tristan, Chief of Police of
the city of Coppell, Texas, on his retirement
after 8 years of dedicated service to the city
of Coppell and over 37 years in law enforce-
ment in the Dallas-Fort Worth area.

Mac Tristan began his career with the
Coppell Police Department on January 24,
2011, following over 29 years of service with
the Carrollton Police Department. For the past
eight years, Mac’s leadership as Chief of Po-
lice has brought incredible success, in part
due to his problem oriented strategies and
strong conviction for serving his community.
Through his guidance, the Coppell Police De-
partment has experienced new standards of
efficiency, and Chief Tristan has set a tremen-
dous example for those in law enforcement
and public service.

Mac’s commitment to public service goes
beyond his service in law enforcement, and is
a true indication of the quality of his character.
Through his work with the Kiwanis Club and
as a Faith Coach at St. Catherine’s Catholic
Church, Mac has helped countless people in
need through some of their most difficult of
days. Mac continues to lecture locally and
internationally on leadership, problem oriented
policing, challenging organizational cultures,
and civil servant leadership.

Mac is a graduate of Sam Houston State
University, where he received his Bachelor's
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Degree in Criminal Justice with Honors. He is
a graduate of the FBI National Academy, the
Senior Management Institute for Police, the
John F. Kennedy School of Government, and
the United States Army War College Strategic
Implementation Seminar.

For over three decades, Chief Tristan has
served his community tirelessly, putting him-
self in harm’s way to ensure the safety of
countless Texas residents. We are indebted to
him for his exceptional leadership and his
many years of bravery and sacrifice. Mr.
Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congressional
District of Texas, | ask all my distinguished
colleagues to join me in honoring the extraor-
dinary service of Chief Mac Tristan and wish-
ing him and his family the best in his retire-
ment.

HONORING MARK TIEKEN

HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 30, 2018

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize a former member of my staff, Mark
Tieken, for his work in my office and his serv-
ice to our state.

Mark worked in my Indiana office for nearly
a year, serving in a variety of capacities and
focused primarily on field operations. Mark has
an incredible work ethic and was a tremen-
dous asset to our organization. He was always
quick with a joke and was someone | could
rely on for on the ground political advice.

| want to thank Mark for his friendship and
his hard work in our office. | wish him contin-
ued success in all that God has planned for
him and his family.

————

CELEBRATING MR. ALPHONSO B.
DEAL

HON. ADRIANO ESPAILLAT

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 30, 2018

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate and commemorate Mr. Alphonso B.
Deal on the 30th anniversary of his passing,
which was earlier this year, on July 7th.

From his lifetime commitment in the Harlem
community, Alphonso B. Deal will be remem-
bered for his significant efforts to increase ac-
cess and participation for diverse commu-
nities. This included organizing a house crawl
on Saturday afternoons to encourage people
to live in Harlem all while showcasing the
beauty in Harlem’s history and architecture.
He was a staunch believer in expanding op-
portunities for the wider community. To ex-
pand access for Latinos, Asians, and African
Americans to take the New York State Court
Officer's examination, Mr. Deal also asked the
Tribune Society to hold a free test preparation
course.

Alphonso B. Deal was a dedicated public
servant who served as a New York State court
officer for decades until he was tragically mur-
dered on July 7, 1988—heroically pursuing a
ruthless criminal who robbed one man at gun
point and shot two others.
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